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BBC Scotland
Pacific Quay:
Studios,
Post Production
and more

By Alex Gaffney,
Partnerships and External Relations Manager

BBC Scotland opened its doors 
in September 2007.  Since then it 
has been busy producing shows 
for both BBC and independent 
companies for network and local 
output.

The technology at Pacific 
Quay delivers an end-to-end 
high definition production 
infrastructure with a full range 
of facilities including studios and 
post production.

Studio A, the largest of the three 
television studios at 8417ft (782 
sq m), comes with 8 Sony HDC 
1500 cameras, although we 
can handle up to 12 cameras.  
It is equipped with Dolby 5.1 
surround sound and comes 
with retractable ‘hover pad’ 
audience seating for 320 which 
can be towed in and out making 
it especially versatile for light 
entertainment, childrens and 

drama productions.  It is the 
largest and only high definition 
studio outside of London and 
the first of it’s kind in Europe.

The studio comes complete 
with the full range of support 
area including a large green 
room, 8 dressing rooms, make 
up and costume, and so on.  
The Production Gallery is very 
spacious and has line of sight 
into lighting and sound galleries.  
Recent shows to come from 
this studio include, Carrie and 
David’s Popshop for CBeebies, 
Phoo Action for BBC3, The 
Kids are Alright for BBC1 and 
Hogmanay for BBC Scotland.  
SMG are also very recent users 
of the studio for Postcode 
Challenge.

Studio B, which is smaller in size 
at 2594ft (241 sq m) comes with 
a lighting rig and can be used 

for smaller shows or as a sound 
stage space. It can be used with 
single cameras, de rig kit or an 
OB truck.

We have capacity in both studios 
and would welcome talking to 
prospective programme makers 
about any upcoming projects.

In post production we have 19 
edit suites, 3 Dolby dubbing 
suites and Graphic Design.  
All are integrated throughout 
the whole post production 
process via a shared network.  
Dub 1 comes with a Dolby 
5.1 theatrical licence while 
dubs 2 and 3 have Dolby 5.1 
accreditation also.

In graphic design we have a 
dynamic team working across 
applications such as Vizrt Gfx, 
MAYA, after effects, and so on.

In radio there are 6 digital 
studios; worth a particular 
mention is Studio 1, which is 
built to host music and drama 
productions.  The studio comes 
complete with a Studer Vista 8 
desk, Pyramix multi track facility, 
dead room, live room, bedroom 
set, kitchen set and has its own 
green room.

We have a highly skilled craft 
base, who work across studios, 
outside broadcasts, single 
camera shoots and, in post 
production, a pool of skilled 
editors and dubbing mixers.

To see the full range of facilities 
and more detail on technical 
spaces please see
www.bbc.co.uk/scotland/pq
Or please ring 0141 422 6500
for more information.

Studio A Studio A - Green RoomDubbing Suite
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The vibrant NuArts studio complex in 
Glasgow’s King Street, is situated at the 
heart of the Merchant City’s bohemian 
quarter.  With its fully equipped 32 square 
metre, green screen video and photography 
studio, HD camera kits, editing suites 
and podcast station, graphics workshop, 
excellent presentation and event facilities, 
this informal studio space is the answer to 
every ambitious filmmaker’s prayers.  Indeed 
the BBC, newly relocated to Pacific Quay, 
has just been down to check out the facilities 
with a view to using the studio for smaller 
projects. 

The excitement and creative vibe around 
NuArts, one of the city’s most dynamic and 
innovative multimedia companies, has been 
quietly building over the last two years or so. 
The supportive attitude of the professional 
staff and team is helping the studio facility 
become a hub of creative development in 
Scotland.

NuArts actually began in 2002 as an 
Education and Community organisation, 
delivering innovative multi-arts projects 
around Scotland.  NuArts Education has built 
on its good reputation in the sector and is 
more vibrant than ever, designing powerful 
issue-based projects tackling anything from 
knife crime to environmental issues.

The team at NuArts have a strong work 
ethic, track record and passion for their work 
that many find infectious. Prior to setting 
up NuArts, founder and managing director 
Graham MacIver was assistant director on 
BBC television’s hit Monarch of the Glen, 
and has worked on many Scottish short films 
and commercials.  Producer Seth Gardner 
has a CV encompassing everything from the 
BAFTA winning short film The Swimming 
Pool to over 300 television commercials and 
acclaimed documentaries. Studio Manager, 
Craig McLaren, previously in the production 
team for TV spy series Spooks, handles the 
day-to-day running. NuArts senior editor 
and DOP, Mike Webster is just completing 
work on cult slasher movie, The Bench, 
(made with NuArts resources) in his spacious 
hi-tech suite in NuArts Studios. 

On any one day the NuArts complex will 
be shooting pop videos, editing corporate 
promotional films, hosting education and 
community projects, creating podcasts and 
filming clips for short movies.  MacIver’s 

vision is to turn NuArts into an incubator 
and springboard for the next generation of 
Scottish talent.

That serves as a shooting script for the 
team at NuArts.  They’ve got the facilities, 
the commitment and the expertise to help 
you develop your creative aspirations into 
reality.

For more information on NuArts,
contact Graham MacIver or
Seth Gardner on 0141 552 8641,
or visit us at www.nuarts.co.uk.

nuarts
on location

at work in the studio

IFSD promo shoot

nuartsnuarts
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Three-week practical 
workshops experimenting 
with  sound, music
and editing.

THE SCHOOL OF SOUND and 
SCREEN ACADEMY SCOTLAND 
announce THE SOUNDTRACK, 
two practical workshops exploring the 
soundtrack in fiction filmmaking. The three-
week courses concentrate on the creation 
of a soundtrack for a short film, and music 
composition. These two workshops go 
beyond the usual teaching of sound design 
and composition to create an awareness of 
how these disciplines fit within the structure 
of film narrative. The teaching combines 
creative decision-making with the technical 
and professional demands of soundtrack 
production. 

Both workshops are hands-on courses 
combining practical exercises, intensive 
tutoring and lectures integrating 
professional post-production techniques 
with creative and theoretical concepts. 
Sessions take place at the Screen Academy 
Scotland and Ian Tomlin School of Music, 
Napier University, Edinburgh. Napier 
University is an approved Digi-Design 
centre. The workshops are run in a studio 
environment with a range of editing and 
recording facilities for picture, sound and 
music.

The workshops are aimed at directors, 
editors, sound editors/designers, 
composers, music supervisors/producers, 
artists - anyone who works with sound 
or music in the screen arts. They are 
specifically designed for those wishing 
to pursue continuing professional 
development.

Course 1: SOUND AND EDITING
A three-week course that approaches the 
soundtrack within the broader context of 
post-production. The participants will create 
the soundtrack for a short fiction film which 
has been specifically written and shot for 
this programme. Working in two-person 
teams, you will edit rushes, score your film 
with a MUSIC FOR IMAGE composer, sound 
design and mix a soundtrack. With detailed 
tutorials and in-depth reviews, you will work 
your way through the range of decisions 
that shape the integration of sound, music 
and image in post-production. 20 places

Course 2: MUSIC FOR IMAGE
Running in parallel with the SOUND AND 
EDITING course, MUSIC FOR IMAGE is 
a concentrated three-week workshop 
exploring how to compose for screen 
productions. Studying the process from 
both practical and theoretical perspectives, 
you will create musical tracks for a variety of 
narrative and abstract images while learning 
how to “read” a film. The central part of the 
course will be working with the SOUND 
AND EDITING teams, scoring a short fiction 
film. Concentrated tutoring, precise analysis 
of your work and group reviews will teach 
you new ways to work creatively with music 
within a professional film context. Previous 
compositional experience is required. 10 
places

Tutors include Oscar-winning Sound Editor 
Pat Jackson, Peter Howell formerly BBC 
Radiophonic Workshop and Larry Sider 
of the School of Sound. There is also a 
complementary programme of lectures, 
presentations and screenings in keeping 
with the type of programme presented at 
the School of Sound symposium. Currently, 
master classes are scheduled with director 
MIKE FIGGIS and screen writer PHIL 
PARKER with others to be announced.

Fees and applying
The full fee is £3400 per person. A reduced, 
subsidised fee of £1500 is available 
for qualifying UK professionals (go to 
www.schoolofsound.co.uk for details). 
Fees include all costs involved with the 
workshops, screenings and masterclasses.
It does not include accommodation. 

Financial assistance for Scottish 
based freelancers for up to 80% of the 
combined costs of the training, travel and 
accommodation up to a max of £2,500 
may be available from the Skillset Scotland 
Training Fund (SSTF). Funds are limited 
so apply as soon as possible. See Skillset 
Scotland for further details: www.skillset.
org/uk/scotland/trainingfund.

Detailed, up-to-date information about fees, 
bursaries, tutors and application procedures 
can be found in the Summer Workshops 
pages at www.schoolofsound.co.uk, email 
sos@schoolofsound.co.uk or 
ring +44 (0)20 7724 6616.

THE SOUNDTRACK Workshops are currently 
in their final planning stage and subject 
to confirmation of subsidies for reduced 
fees; we expect this confirmation to reach 
us in April.  As the application process is 
very thorough, we have decided to give 
all potential candidates the opportunity to 
apply now. 

Applications now being accepted

THE SCHOOL OF SOUND SUMMER WORKSHOPS

THE SOUNDTRACK

9 - 30 August 2008
at SCREEN ACADEMY SCOTLAND A Skillset Screen Academy and THE IAN TOMLIN SCHOOL OF MUSIC
in the SCHOOL OF CREATIVE INDUSTRIES NAPIER UNIVERSITY, EDINBURGH




